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MESSAGE 


FROM 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


TRANSMITTING 


A CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND 
CANADA, RELATING TO THE OPERATION BY CITIZENS OF EITHER 
COUNTRY OF CERTAIN RADIO EQUIPMENT OR STATIONS IN 
THE OTHER COUNTRY, SIGNED AT OTTAWA ON FEBRUARY 8, 
1951 


Marcu 27, 1951.—The convention was read the first time and the injunction of 
secrecy was removed therefrom, and together with all accompanying papers 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations and ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Senate 


THe Wuire Howse, March 27, 1961. 
To the Senate of the United States: 


With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the Senate to 
ratification, I transmit herewith a convention between the United 
States of America and Canada, relating to the operation by citizens 
of either country of certain radio equipment or stations in the other 
country, signed at Ottawa on February 8, 1951. 

I transmit also, for the information of the Senate, the report by 
the Secretary of State with respect to the convention above-mentioned. 


Harry S. TrRuMAN. 


(Enclosures: (1) Report by the Secretary of State; (2) convention 
with Canada, relating to the operation of certain radio equipment. or 
stations, signed at Ottawa February 8, 1951.) 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 22, 1951. 
The PRESIDENT, . 
The White House: 

The undersigned, the Secretary of State, has the honor to lay before 
the President, with a view to its transmission to the Senate to receive 
the advice and consent of that body to-ratification, if his judgment 
approve thereof, a convention between the United States of America 
and Canada relating to the operation by citizens of either country of 
certain radio equipment or stations in the other country, signed at 
Ottawa on February 8, 1951. 

The convention is designed to eliminate certain difficulties which 
have arisen in recent years by reason of the fact that the citizens of 
each country who operate certain types of radio equipment in that 
country have been precluded by the laws of the other country from 
operating similar equipment in such other country. 

Three classes of persons will benefit from the provisions of the 
convention: Pilots who are qualified in either the United States or 
Canada as radio operators will be permitted to operate the trans- 
mitters installed in civilian aircraft of the other country’s registry. 
Operators of mobile radio transmitters installed in vehicles used for 
public service or for commercial purposes in border areas, and indi- 
viduals who have radio telephone installations in their cars, will be 
able to obtain permission to use such equipment while in the territory 
of the other country. Amateur wireless operators will be permitted, 
subject to certain conditions, to use their wireless sets while visiting 
the other country. 

Article I relates to the operation of radio equipment installed on 
civil aircraft of either country and properly licensed by the country 
of registry for the primary purpose of navigation and safe operation 
of the aircraft. A United States citizen holding a pilot license and, 
in. addition, a radio-operator license issued by the United States, 
would be allowed to operate such radio equipment on an aircraft 
registered in Canada and operated in either country, provided that 
the operation of such radio equipment shall be in accordance with 
local law and regulation and complementary to his functions or duties 
as a pilot, and provided also that Canada may, for security purposes 
or to assure familiarity with domestic radio operating regulations and 
procedures, require the registration or examination of United States 
citizens and the issuance of a permit for the privileges accorded by 
the convention. A Canadian citizen holding a pilot license and, in 
addition, & radio-operator license issued by Canada, would enjoy 
corresponding privileges, subject to similar conditions, with respect 
to the operation of such radio equipment on an aircraft registered in 
the United States and operated in either country. 

- Article II provides that specified mobile radio stations properly 
licensed in one country are permitted to be operated in the territory 
of the other country subject to local operating conditions and regula- 
tions, except that these provisions do not apply to ship or aircraft 
stations and are not intended to change or modify the terms of agree- 
ments or treaties relating to ship or aircraft stations. The specified 
mobile radio stations are: 

(a) Mobile radio units installed in public safety vehicles, in 
vehicles employed in the operation or maintenance of a pipeline 











CONVENTION WITH CANADA ON OPERATION OF RADIO EQUIPMENT 3 


or other industrial facility extending across the border, or in 
vehicles regularly engaged in the public carriage of persons or 
goods between the two countries. It is provided that such units 
may be operated in the course of normal rendition of service by 
persons properly authorized by either country, for communication 
with those radio stations of either country that are licensed to 
be operated in the same type of radio service. For security 
purposes or to assure familiarity with domestic radio regulations 
and procedures, each country may require the registration or 
examination of citizens of the other country and the issuance 
of a permit extending the privileges here provided for. 

(6) Mobile radio units which are limited to communication 
through the common carrier radio communication companies or 
agencies. It is provided that such units may be operated by 
persons properly authorized by either country for the purpose of 
obtaining a like communication service while in the territory of 
the other country. For security purposes it may be required 
that such mobile stations first be registered and issued a permit. 

Article III provides that persons holding appropriate amateur 
licenses issued by either country may operate their amateur stations 
aoe territory of the other country under specified conditions, as 
ollows: 

(a) Each visiting amateur may be required to register and 
receive a permit before operating any amateur station licensed by 
the government of his country. 

(6) The visiting amateur must identify his station in either of 
two ways, depending on whether it is radiotelegraph or radio- 
telephone operation: (1) in the case of radiotelegraph operation 
the amateur must identify his station by the amateur call sign 
issued to him by the licensing country followed by a slant (/) 
sign and the amateur call sign prefix and call area number of the 
country he is visiting; and (2) in the case of radiotelephone 
operation the amateur must identify his station by the amateur 
call sign in English issued to him by the licensing country followed 
by the word “fixed,” “‘portable,” or “‘mobile,” as appropriate, 
and the amateur call sign prefix and call area number of the 
country he is visiting. 

(c) Each amateur station must indicate at least once during 
each contact with another station its geographical location as 
nearly as possible by city and state or city and province. 

(d) The amateur station must, in other respects, be operated 
in accordance with the laws and regulations of the country in 
which the station is temporarily located. 

Article IV provides that the convention shall be ratified and that 
instruments of ratification shall be exchanged at Washington. It is 
provided further that the convention shall enter into force on the 
day of exchange of instruments of ratification and shall remain in 
force for a period of 5 years and, subject to the right of either Govern- 
ment to give a 6 months’ written notice of termination, indefinitely 
after that period. 

The Department of State and the Federal Communications Com- 
mission cooperated in connection with the negotiation of the conven- 
tion. 

Respectfully submitted. 


DEAN ACHESON. 
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(Enclosure: Convention with Canada relating to the operation of 
certain radio equipment or stations, signed at Ottawa February 8, 
1951.) 


CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA AND CANADA, RELATING TO THE OPERA- 
TION BY CITIZENS OF EITHER COUNTRY OF CERTAIN 
RADIO EQUIPMENT OR STATIONS IN THE OTHER 
COUNTRY 


The Government of the United States of America and the Govern- 
ment of Canada, being desirous of establishing rules to permit the 
citizens of either country, upon certain conditions, to operate certain 
radio equipment or stations in the other country, have agreed as 
follows: 

ARTICLE I 


With respect to radio equipment installed on civil aircraft of either 
country and properly licensed by the country of registry for the pri- 
mary purpose of navigation and safe operation of the aircraft, a United 
States citizen holding a pilot license and, in addition, a radio operator 
license issued by the United States of America, may operate such 
radio equipment on an aircraft registered in Canada and operated in 
either country, and a Canadian citizen holding a pilot license and, 
in addition, a radio operator certificate issued by Canada, may oper- 
ate such radio equipment on an aircraft registered in the, United States 
of America and operated in either country; provided, that the opera- 
tion of such radio equipment shall be in accordance with local law 
and regulation and complementary to his functions or duties as a 
pilot; provided also, that either country may require, for security 
purposes or to assure familiarity with domestic radio operating regu- 
lations and procedures, the registration or examination of citizens of 
the other country and the issuance of a permit for the privileges set 
forth herein. 

ARTICLE II 


The respective countries agree that mobile radio stations properly 
licensed in one country are permitted to be operated in the territory 
of the other country (except that the provisions of this Article do not 
apply to ship or aircraft stations and are not intended to change or 
modify the terms of any agreements or ‘treaties relating to such sta- 
tions) subject to local operating conditions and regulations, as follows: 

(a) Mobile radio units installed in public safety vehicles, in 
vehicles emploved in the operation or maintenance of a pipe 
line or other industrial facility extending across the border, or in 
vehicles regularly engaged in the public carriage of persons or 
goods between the two countries, may be operated in the course 
of normal rendition of service, by persons properly authorized by 
either country, for communication with those radio stations of 
either country that are licensed to be operated in the same type 
of radio service. For security purposes or to assure familiarity 
with domestic radio regulations and procedures, each country 
may require the registration or examination of citizens of the 
other country and the issuance of a permit extending the privileges 
stated above. 
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(b) Mobile radio units which are limited to communication 
through the common carrier radio communication companies or 
agencies may be operated by persons properly authorized by either 
country for the purpose of obtaining a like communication service 
while in the territory of the other country. For security purposes 
it may be required, however, that such mobile stations first be 
registered and issued a permit. 


ARTICLE III 


It is agreed that persons holding appropriate amateur licenses issued 
by either country may operate their amateur stations in the territory 
of the other country under the following conditions: 

(a) Each visiting amateur may be required to register and re- 
ceive a permit before operating any amateur station licensed by 
his government. 

(b) The visiting amateur will identify his station by: 

(1) Radiotelegraph operation—The amateur call sign 
issued to him by the licensing country followed by a siant (/) 
sign and the amateur call sign prefix and call area number of 
the country he is visiting. 

(2) Radiotelephone operation—The amateur call sign in 
English issued to him by the licensing country followed by 
the words “fixed’”’, ‘portable’ or “mobile”, as appropriate, 
and the amateur call sign prefix and call area number of the 
country he is visiting. 

(c) Each amateur station shall indicate at least once during 
each contact with another station its geographical location as 
nearly as possible by city and state or city and province. 

(d) In other respects the amateur station shall be operated in 
accordance with the laws and regulations of the country in which 
the station is temporarily located. 


ARTICLE IV 


The present Convention shall be ratified and the instruments of 
ratification shall be exchanged at Washington as soon as possible. 

The present Convention shall enter into force on the day of the 
exchange of instruments of ratification and shall continue in force for 
a period of five years and indefinitely after that period, but may be 
terminated by either of the two Governments at the end of that 
five-year period or at any time thereafter, provided that at least six 
months prior notice of termination has been given in writing by either 
Government to the other Government. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed 
the present Convention and have affixed hereunto their respective 
seals. 

Done in duplicate at Ottawa this 8th day of February, 1951. 


For the Government of the United States of America: 
STANLEY WoopWARD 


For the Government of Canada: 
LIONEL CHEVRIER 

[SEAL] 

[SEAL] 





